The role of statisticians in intervention trials.
The planning, conduct, analysis and reporting of randomized trials to reliably evaluate an intervention create a complex intellectual and logistical endeavour. Success generally requires active collaboration of a well-trained, experienced and committed statistician. A good intervention trial asks an important question, gets a reliable answer and is honestly reported. Many trials fail on one of these components and some of these failures could have been avoided with better statistical involvement. Many subject matter investigators do not understand how to effectively collaborate with statisticians. The objective here is to outline some of the important responsibilities of the statistician in intervention trials.